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QuesFon:	  

How	  do	  disputes	  over	  defining	  the	  ArcFc,	  largely	  
between	  the	  state	  and	  the	  primary	  Inuit	  
organizaFon	  in	  Canada,	  impact	  the	  day-‐to-‐day	  
lives	  of	  people	  who	  live	  within	  and	  just	  outside	  
the	  region?	  



Answers	  (Preview):	  

•  Exclusion	  of	  millions	  of	  people	  from	  the	  state-‐
defined	  Canadian	  North	  

•  Funding	  allocated	  to	  Canadian	  territories	  at	  
expense	  of	  provincial	  North	  

•  PrioriFzaFon	  of	  resource	  development	  



Outline	  

I.  Inuit	  and	  Western	  mapping	  compared	  
II.  Case	  studies:	  

I.  Northern	  Strategy	  map	  
II.  Geo-‐Mapping	  for	  Energy	  and	  Minerals	  map	  
III.  Inuit	  Tapiriit	  Kanatami	  maps	  

III.  Effects	  of	  colonial	  cartography	  in	  Northern	  
Canada	  

IV.  Conclusion	  



“North	  is	  an	  idea	  as	  much	  as	  any	  physical	  region	  
that	  can	  be	  mapped	  and	  measured	  for	  
nordicity.”	  	  

(Grace,	  2002:	  xii)	  







Inuit	  counter-‐mapping	  
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Northern	  Strategy	  

Northern	  provincial	  areas	  
in	  a	  state	  of	  ‘peripheral	  Arc#cness’	  

Interna#onal	  
boundary	  

Dividing	  line	  



Geo-‐Mapping	  for	  Energy	  and	  Minerals	  



“The	  geo-‐mapping	  project	  is	  part	  	  
of	  a	  larger	  plan	  to	  map	  and	  chart	  	  
Canada's	  North,	  to	  conFnue	  the	  	  
bold	  tradiFon	  of	  exploraFon	  that	  has	  defined	  our	  
history,	  and	  to	  strengthen	  our	  understanding	  and	  our	  
sovereignty	  over	  a	  region	  that	  will	  define	  our	  future.”	  
	  

Prime	  Minister	  of	  Canada,	  2008	  



Geo-‐Mapping	  for	  Energy	  and	  Minerals	  





ITK:	  “Inuit	  CommuniFes	  of	  Canada”	  



“Nunavik’s	  exclusion	  from	  the	  Northern	  Strategy	  
is	  based	  on	  arFficial	  boundaries,	  not	  
geographical	  or	  social	  ones.”	  
	  
Makivik	  CorporaFon	  execuFve	  tesFmony	  to	  Standing	  Commi(ee	  

on	  NaFonal	  Defence,	  2009:	  7	  



ITK:	  “Polar	  Ice	  and	  Inuit”	  



ITK’s	  definiFon	  of	  “ArcFc-‐North”	  

“An	  ArcFc	  component,	  which	  can	  be	  said	  to	  be	  
the	  same	  geographic	  area	  as	  Inuit	  Nunaat,	  the	  
land	  and	  marine	  areas	  that	  make	  up	  the	  modern	  
Inuit	  land	  claims	  agreements	  that	  stretch	  from	  
the	  Beaufort	  Sea	  region	  to	  Labrador;	  and	  a	  
North	  component,	  which	  can	  be	  said	  to	  be	  
composed	  of	  the	  three	  territories”	  

(ITK	  2008a:	  11)	  



Effects	  of	  the	  state’s	  	  
definiFon	  of	  the	  Canadian	  ArcFc	  

•  Exclusion	  of	  millions	  of	  people,	  including	  IPs,	  
from	  the	  state-‐defined	  Canadian	  North	  

•  Funding	  allocated	  to	  Canadian	  territories	  at	  
expense	  of	  provincial	  North	  

•  PrioriFzaFon	  of	  resource	  development	  and	  
denial	  of	  alternaFve	  economic	  acFviFes	  



"QamuFk	  1	  1999-‐04-‐01"	  by	  Ansgar	  Walk.	  Licensed	  under	  CC	  BY-‐SA	  2.5	  

Inuit	  and	  Northerners	  should	  have	  the	  voices	  
and	  decision-‐making	  abiliFes	  to	  arFculate	  and	  
determine	  their	  futures	  –	  and	  the	  spaFal	  
vocabularies	  and	  maps	  to	  represent	  their	  
homeland	  as	  they	  see	  fit.	  
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