
Northern Studies at the University of Northern British Columbia 

The Northern Studies Program was one of the founding academic programs at the University of 

Northern British Columbia (UNBC) when the University was established in 1990.  The Program 

is headed by a Coordinator and a Program Steering Committee and brings together faculty 

members and students with teaching and research interests in northern, Arctic and circumpolar 

studies.  Its programs of study consist of a Bachelor of Arts and a Minor in Northern Studies.  

The Northern Studies Program also contributes to the intellectual life of UNBC by hosting and 

organizing northern and Arctic events such as the annual UNBC Polar Day and special 

presentations by renowned northern and Arctic scholars.  In addition to administering the 

Northern Studies Program at UNBC, the Coordinator and Program Steering Committee members 

also represent UNBC in external organizations such as the Association of Canadian Universities 

for Northern Studies (ACUNS), the Arctic Research Consortium of the United States (ARCUS), 

the University of the Arctic (UArctic) and the Northern Scientific Training Program (NSTP).   

This year, the Northern Studies Program underwent an external review to identify areas of 

development and change in its structure and curriculum.  The reviewers made a number of 

recommendations, including placing more emphasis and resources on the Minor in Northern 

Studies as a way of generating interest in Northern Studies among undergraduate students and 

creating a new research cluster involving faculty members engaged in northern and Arctic 

research in effort to attract graduate students and to highlight the important work being done in 

these areas at UNBC.             

In March 2022, a number of research projects at UNBC with a northern or Arctic focus were 

presented in the UNBC’s annual Research Week.  Short summaries of these projects were 

featured in the Northern Voice, the annual newsletter of the Northern Studies Program (see 

attached).  UNBC faculty members are active participants in several University of the Arctic 

Thematic Research Networks and Institutes, including Arctic Sustainable Resources and Social 

Responsibility, Arctic and Northern Governance, and the Læra Institute for Circumpolar 

Education (see: Home - Læra Institute for Circumpolar Education (laerainstitute.org)).   

For more information on the Northern Studies Program at UNBC, contact: Dr. Gary Wilson, 

Coordinator, at gary.wilson@unbc.ca.  

https://laerainstitute.org/
mailto:gary.wilson@unbc.ca


Dr. Gary N. Wilson
Coordinator
Northern Studies Program
University of Northern BC
3333 University Way
Prince George, BC
V2N 4Z9
(250) 960-5514
gary.wilson@unbc.ca

Northern Research Links:

NORS

ACUNS

ARCTICNET

AINA

ARCUS

IASSA

SPRI

UAlberta North

UArctic
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Dr. Nadia Mamontova

Nadia Mamontova is a Banting Postdoctoral Fellow with the

Geography Program at UNBC. In 2020, she completed a PhD at

the University of Oxford in the School of Geography and the

Environment. Before that she earned a PhD in Social

Anthropology from the Institute of

Ethnology and Anthropology

Russian Academy of Sciences. She

has two Master’s degrees with

honors in Social Anthropology

and Altaic Studies from the

Russian State University for the

Humanities (2009) and the

University of Helsinki (2015). Dr.

Mamontova’s main research

Interests are Indigenous People of

Siberia and the Arctic, space and

place studies, Indigenous

cartography and toponymy, Soviet

environmental history, and critical

resource geography. She has carried out fourteen expeditions in

Siberia and the Russian North and participated in Evenki

language documentation projects.

Since its founding, UNBC has been a world leader in northern

research. UNBC faculty members and students have travelled across

Canada and around the circumpolar north to participate in research

projects that have advanced our collective understanding of northern

regions and habitats and benefitted northern peoples and

communities in meaningful and impactful ways. Earlier this year,

UNBC’s Research Week highlighted some of the northern research

projects and other initiatives that are currently taking place at

UNBC. This edition of the Northern Voice revisits these projects in

order to show the depth and breadth of northern research at UNBC.

NORTHERN RESEARCH AT UNBC

mailto:gary.wilson@unbc.ca
https://www2.unbc.ca/northern-studies
http://acuns.ca/
https://arcticnet.ulaval.ca/
https://arctic.ucalgary.ca/
https://www.arcus.org/
https://iassa.org/
https://www.spri.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.ualberta.ca/north/index.html
https://www.uarctic.org/
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MAIN HEADING #5
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Climate change is accelerating the frequency of large fires in
British Columbia and Canada’s North. My research seeks to
find out the ways in which northern communities understand
And are vulnerable to the risk of fire. This conception of
Vulnerability seeks to move beyond a purely biophysical
Definition and instead consider community level factors which
Impact how a wildfire is experienced by the community.
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https://www.uarctic.org/organization/thematic-networks/arctic-and-northern-governance/
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