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USARC 
sets goals and 

objectives

IARPC 
develops and 

implements a 

research plan

What is IARPC?

Arctic Research Policy Act 

of 1984



Who’s Involved in IARPC?

• Department of Agriculture 

• Department of Commerce 

• Department of Defense

• Department of Energy 

• Department of Health and Human Services 

• Department of Homeland Security (U.S. Coast 
Guard) 

• Department of Interior 

• Department of State 

• Department of Transportation 

• Environmental Protection Agency 

• Marine Mammal Commission

• National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

• National Science Foundation (Director 
is chair)

• Smithsonian Institution 

Fourteen Federal entities, each with research responsibilities in the Arctic, 
comprise IARPC.  They are represented on IARPC by their respective  IARPC 
PRINCIPALS

IARPC also cooperates with the State of Alaska, indigenous organizations, 
academic institutions, non-governmental organizations, the Arctic Council, and 
international partners. 



USARC and IARPC work in tandem

USARC’s Presidentially 
appointed commissioners 
recommend research to the 
Federal government

IARPC

IARPC coordinates Arctic 
research among 14 Federal 
agencies and facilitates 
cooperation with partner 
organizations



Who Contributed to the Plan?

Principals + 
Staff Group

via the 
Federal 
Register

Public



Research Goals (9)
Broad topics where an interagency approach 
can accelerate progress

Research Objectives (34)
Specific challenge areas that address 
the research goal

Performance Elements (123)
Tasks with concrete, measureable outcomes that 
demonstrate progress toward Research Objectives 

Plan Organization



1.Enhance understanding of health determinants and improve 

the well-being of Arctic residents; 

2.Advance process and system understanding of the changing 

Arctic atmospheric composition and dynamics and the 

resulting changes to surface energy budgets; 

3.Enhance understanding and improve predictions of the changing 

Arctic sea ice cover; 

4.Increase understanding of the structure and function of Arctic 

marine ecosystems and their role in the climate system and 

advance predictive capabilities; 

5.Understand and project the mass balance of glaciers, ice caps, 

and the Greenland Ice Sheet, and their consequences for sea 

level rise

Research Goals



6.Advance understanding of processes controlling permafrost 

dynamics and the impacts on ecosystems, infrastructure, and 

climate feedbacks; 

7.Advance an integrated, landscape-scale understanding of Arctic 

terrestrial and freshwater ecosystems and the potential for 

future change;

8.Strengthen coastal community resilience and advance 

stewardship of coastal natural and cultural resources by 

engaging in research related to the interconnections of people, 

natural and built environments; 

9.Enhance frameworks for environmental intelligence gathering, 

interpretation, and application toward decision support. 

Research Goals



Agency Commitments

Agency
Health Atmosphere Sea Ice

Marine 
Ecosystems

Glaciers 
& Sea 
Level

Permafrost Terrestrial Coastal
Environmental 

Intelligence

1.1 1.2 1.3 1.4 1.5 1.6 1.7 2.1 2.2 2.3 3.1 3.2 3.3 4.1 4.2 4.3 5.1 5.2 6.1 6.2 6.3 6.4 7.1 7.2 7.3 8.1 8.2 8.3 8.4 9.1 9.2 9.3 9.4 9.5
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Federal only
Principals and staff representing 14 Federal agencies

How is the Plan implemented?
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Federal only

Federal & non-Federal
Researchers and stakeholders from academia, NGOs, 

industry, state, Indigenous and international 

organizations.

Principals and staff representing 14 Federal agencies

How is the Plan implemented?



iarpccollaborations.org



Read the Plan

iarpccollaborations.org

Accelerate the pace of 
Arctic research

Join a Team


