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Commander Bay,
Bering Island

St. Peter’s crew camping site and graves of Captain Vitus 
Bering and several of his crew members





Commander Islands 1827:
17 Russians
13 Creole men
35 Creole women
24 “Aleut” men
21 “Aleut” women
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Project objectives:

• increase knowledge about historic connections 
and family ties between the people of the 
Commander Islands and Indigenous 
communities of the Aleutian Islands 

• to re-energize these connections
•  and to create engaging and lasting resources 

and mechanisms for preserving, sharing, and 
expanding this important cultural knowledge.



Research: Smithsonian 
Institution and Library of 
Congress in Washington DC, 
archival collections in 
Alaska



Unalaska outreach, May 2023



Community outreach Anchorage, May 2023



EXHIBIT



Genealogical research
Golodof family tree: Bering Island/Unalaska 



www.aleutians.org/family

Reaching out to families:



Thank you!


