Sealed Away Aﬁw s e

Memphis Pink Palace employee returns from polar research trip.

In January, Alex Eilers escaped the mild Memphis

winter in favor of 2 much, much colder environment.

Eilers, manager of education for the Pink Palace
Museum, recently returned from her six-month stint
in Antarctica, where she researched Weddell seals.

Filers was one of 12 teachers selected from a
pool of 250 applicants from across the country to
participate in PolarTREC (Teachers and Researchers
Exploring and Collaborating), a program that pairs
teachers with scientists in polar regions.

More than 8,000 miles away from home, Eilers
spent her days retrieving data from the seals and
relaying the information back to students and others
via an online journal.

“One of my favorite things was getting up close
and personal with an ‘apex predator’ and being able to
interact with it on such an intimate level,” Eilers said.
“T literally had the head of a 900-pound Weddell seal
in my lap. If you could see the teeth on this creature,
youd be amazed.”
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Alex Eilers spent six months in
Antarctica researching seals.

On May 10th, Eilers, accompanied by
her Alaskan research partner, Jennifer Burns,
will discuss their journey in the Pink Palace
Museum’s Imax Theater. The reception will
begin at 6 p.m., with the lecture following
at 6:30 p.m.

Burns, professor of biological sciences at
the University of Alaska in Anchorage, said
she would provide some brief background
on the objective of the research study.

“I will show [them] how you touch
a seal, what they look like, what we are
putting on them, what kind of information
we are getting back from them, and why we
should care,” Burns said.

Over the six-week study, the group
captured and sedated 21 Weddell seals.
They attached satellite-linked computer
tags on the seals that disclose their identity,
where they're traveling, and what they’re
earing during the winter. The group also
measured the sea mammals and collected
hair, blubber, and blood samples.

“We're basically tracking the seals and
analyzing what they're eating,” Eilers
said. “All this stems from whats going on
climate-wise and where the animals are
going.”

Similar to lions, tigers, and bears, the seal
is a predaror, but Eilers said most of them
are far from aggressive.

“I started to get a little bit nervous,
but these animals are very docile,” Burns
said. “Considering that these guys are
near the top of the food chain, I was
very surprised at how easily we could
approach them and how close we could
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: Outside of the research, Eilers said that
aﬂﬂ BIHBH-. h._-l-mm—e!- OR 40 AHHGHHGHH mﬁhﬂle. e ot the chionce to caperience her firt
: 3 : 5 earthquake and her first helicopter and
snowmobile rides. She also experienced
living day in and day out without darkness,
since Antarctica experiences 24 hours of
sunlight for part of the year.

“I thought that I would get tired of the
sun, but it was the exact opposite,” Eilers
said. “You feel like you're more energized
when the sun is out. We didn't sleep. It
[didn] give you a chance to miss anything,
because you're constantly working.” m
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BPACC sponsors ‘name the mother goose

BPACC partners up with the Express for
contest in honor of Mothers Day

ryost at the entrance to BPACC.

by Julie Ray
Mot*her’s day ‘name the goose’ contest inspired by ‘super mom’ goose that took

by JULIE RAY
Express Editor

Mother’s day this year is
Sunday, May 13 and the
Bartlett Performing Arts and
Conference Center (BPACC)
is honoring a very special
mother.

The mother honored by
BPACC, in fact, had front
row seating at the Pickin’
Picnic last weekend. The
mother is a goose that might
have performance aspira-
tions for her goslings as she
made her nest at the front
entrance steps to BPACC.

“People could learn a les-
son from that goose,” said
Ron Jewell, director of
BPACC.

“She sits on those eggs
twenty four-seven. She's a

great mother. And the male-

goose, if he feels the mother

and eggs are threatened, will

really get after that threat.”
Abarrier of bright yellow
police tape and wooden bar-

ricades protect the goose and

her family. On second
thought, the barricades
might be protection for
onlookers that venture too
close from being chased and
bitten by the protective male
goose.

BPACC and the Bartlett
Express are partnering for a

‘name the mother goose’ con-

test in honor of Mother’s
Day. To enter the contest,
email name suggestions to

the editor of the Bartlett
Express at Julie.ray@journ,
inc.com by June 1. Ron Je
will select the winning na
on June 4. The winner w
receive up to 8 tickets to t
Missoula Children’s Thea
production of Little Red
Riding Hood on June 16.
There will be two perforn
ances, one at 2:30 p.m. an
one at 7:00 p.m.

Can’t think of a name?
Perhaps visiting the moth
goose for inspiration befo
Barefoot in the Park prodi
tion may be in order.
Barefoot in the Park by N
Simon will run May 10-1:
For more information, vis
www.cityofbartlett.org and
click the BPACC link.

Bartlett woman
assists Antarctic
research team

by JULIE RAY
Express Editor

Alex Eilers is a Bartlett resident, manager of
education at the Pink Palace Museum,
PolarTREC teacher and friend to the Antarctica
Weddell seals.

All that might sound fairly normal until the
Weddell seal friend description. Weddell seals
live in the region surrounding Antarctica, and
spend their time on sea ice and in the water.

The opportunity for the adventurous Bartlett
resident came about through her education
position at the Pink Palace and an application
to be involved in the PolarTREC program.

Each year the National Science Board offers
grant monies to fund research. Dr. Jenn Burns,
a professor of biology at the University of
Alaska-Anchorage, sent an application to the
National Science Board for a grant to study the
Weddell Seals in the Ross Sea located in

courtesy of Alex Eilers

The Weddell seal team, from left to right, Patrick,
Kim, Chris, Dr. Kim Burns and Alex Eilers are
dressed for zero and below temperatures.
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by Julie Ray

Dress rehearsal for the cast of Barefoot in the Park put the performers in character. From left, Rob Aymet
as Paul, Emily Burnett as Corie, Robbie Phillips as Ethel Banks (Mother), John Reed as Harry Pepper (the
telephone repairman), and Fred Harpell as Victor Valasco.

BPACC closes with Neil Simon’s ‘Barefoot in the Park’

by JULIE RAY
Express Editor

Bartlett Performing Arts
and Conference Center
ends the season with
Barefoot in the Park by
Neil Simon. The Bartlett
Express was at dress
rehearsal to get a sneak
peek at the mayhem about
to unfold on stage May 10-
13. Mayhem experienced
up close and personal by

audience memhers

What looks like very low
scaffolding on stage is actu-
ally stadium style seating.
That is correct, the audi-
ence will be on stage with
the performers. Seating
will be limited for this pro-
duction and early ticket
purchases are recommend-
ed.

The director, Daniel L.
Martin, cast and crew were
delightfully chaotic,

evhihitino the dualitv nf

role vs. real life during
rehearsal.

“This is definitely not
me,” Robbie Phillips stated
rather perfunctorily, as her
character would.

Phillips’ character as the
muddled mother came
through loud and clear in
her costume, combining a
pillbox hat with skirt, but-
toned to the chin shirt and
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Juvenile Court racial bias not a myth

AT NEARLY EVERY turn, black children
are treated more harshly than white children
by Juvenile Court simply because they’re
black.

This isn’t an opinion. This isn’t a
suspicion. The U.S. Department of Justice
has declared this to be fact.

We know this to be true thanks to the
dogged efforts of Shelby County
Commissioner Henri Brooks. It was her
2007 complaint that spurred the recent
investigation by the Justice Department’s
Civil Rights Division.

Brooks, a former state representative,
admits that her choice of words often isn’t
optimal and her approach tends to grate.

And Brooks, whois black, has drawn the ire
of some white county commissioners, who

allow themselves to be
distracted by her style, thus
ignoring the substance of
what she’s said.

But when it comes to
disparate treatment at
Juvenile Court, Brooks was
right.

Don’t expect her critics to
apologize. She surely
doesn’t.

The former Juvenile
Court employee can declare victory in this
battle, but the war is far from over.

“I’m concerned about the reforms ...
especially in light of the fact that Judge
Person has said he doesn’t agree with the
Justice Department’s findings,” Brooks said

WENDI C.
THOMAS

Wednesday.

“If he doesn’t agree with those findings,
that kind of says to me that he’s not going to
be inclined to put any reforms in place.”

Unfortunately, yet again, Brooks’ concerns
are valid.

“It’s a subjective finding,” Judge Curtis
Person said late last month when the report
was released.

Except it wasn’t subjective at all. Read the
66-page report, examine the statistical
analysis and the proof is crystal clear.

“I don’t think race enters into the
decision-making in Juvenile Court,” he has
said.

Except the Justice Department has
concluded that unequivocally, it does.

Please see WENDI, B2
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Museum staffer chills in Antarctica

By Linpa A. MOORE / Imoore@commercialappeal.com

SIX WEEKS IN ANTARCTICA was one amazing experience
after another for Alex Eilers, education manager at the Pink

Palace Museum.

There was that first sight of the glaciers.
She learned cold-weather survival skills and what to do in a

whiteout.

Photo courtesy PolarTREC

Pink Palace education manager Alex Eilers kicks up her chilled heels in Antarctica as part of a group studying and tagging
Weddell seals. Her trip began in January, which is the Antarctic summer, but snow and ice prevail.

And she won’t forget the first
time she held in her lap the head of
500- to 1,000-pound Weddell seal.

“This is an apex predator, at the
top of food chain. Only Antarctic
killer whales top this,” Eilers said.
“There’s no way you can get that
close to an animal like that. And
then to look down and have this
animal in your lap. It was unreal.”

Eilers went to Antarctica in Jan-

program for educators. It is man-
aged by the Arctic Research Con-
sortium of the United States and
funded by the National Science
Foundation.

She’ll share her story at 6 p.m.
today at the Pink Palace. Eilers will
be joined by researcher Dr. Jennifer
Burns, a professor of biological sci-
ences at the University of Alaska in
Anchorage and an expert on the

Photo courtesy Alex Eilers

Weddell seals such as this one
are not endangered and are not
seen at zoos.

the science that’s going on. We're

going to throw in the personal as-
narte ? Rilore caid “Tt wrill ha onnd

SCHOOLS IN
TRANSITION

Suburbs
pushing
vote on

Aug. 2

Municipal referendums once
scheduled for today delayed

By CLaY BarLEY
bailey@commercialappeal.com

Today was supposed to be the day subur-
ban voters went to the polls to decide if they
wanted to start their own school districts.

Instead, outlying governments are prepar-
ing once again to rush through ordinances to
allow school and local sales tax referendums
on the ballot in August.

The timetable accelerated a bit Wednesday
afternoon when Gov. Bill Haslam signed leg-
islation allowing the suburbs to hold votes
associated with the school systems and fund-
ing this year.

The legislation, passed in the final days of
the General Assembly’s session, will kick-
start a whirlwind of public hearings, multiple
readings of ordinances and deliberations in
order to pass the enabling ordinances by the
end of the month.

An approval process that normally takes as
much as a month will be compressed into
about 21:days as Arlington, Bartlett, Col-
lierville, Germantown, Lakeland and
Millington strive to meet a June 1 deadline to
give notice to the Election Commission to
Mbo_cmm the referendums on the Aug. 2 bal-

ot.

Bartlett Mayor Keith McDonald said ear-
lier this week that if Haslam signed before
next week, the suburb could move quicker
than the current special meetings tentatively
set for May 16, 22 and 31. McDonald said
Wednesday afternoon that he will consider
moving the dates after studying the matter
today.

“The reason we have to wait so long is
because you have to give 15 days notice un-
der our ordinance for the public hearing,”
McDonald said. “That’s what pushed us to
the very edge.

The six Shelby County suburbs are hoping
Please see VOTE, B2

Security for
schools stirs
controversy

Transition planning team rejects
handing issue to Sheriff's Office

By JaNE ROBERTS
robertsj@commercialappeal.com

Who will oversee school security in the
consolidated Shelby County Schools district
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_For 400th Fs_z _ﬁ.m home

:mgﬁ celebrates
housing milestone

By CarisTOPHER WHITTEN
ChristopherWhitten@
commercialappeal.com

A crowd cheered for Cani-
da Williams, who cried tears
, of joy S&umm%w as she re-
* ceived the keys to her new
home in Trinity Park, Habi-
tat for Humanity of Greater
Memphis’ first fully planned
development.

More than 480 Baptist
Memorial Health Care em-
ployees  helped  build
Williams’ home, Baptist’s
third home in the Memphis
area. Many present for the
dedication had tears in their
eyes as their president and
CEO Stephen Reynolds pre-
sented Williams, 37, with
the keys to her om_&méu
home.

Williams’ new  house
marks the 400th home for
Memphis Habitat and the
33rd in the Trinity Park de-
velopment east of Memphis
International Airport.

“It’s definitely emotional,”
said Dwayne Spencer, exec-
utive director of Memphis
Habitat. “When you hear/
stories about families with
parents who have to sleep on
the couch and give up their
rooms for their children —
that gets you.”

Living in her mother’s
house with three children of
her own, Williams had a vi-
sion. It began when she saw
a television commercial for
Memphis Habitat.

“I was in a situation where
we'd outgrown our current
living arrangement,”
Williams said. “I saw the
commercial and thought,

 Jim Weber/The Commercial Appeal

om._au Williams cries for joy as she and her children, Britiny Williams, 14; Bradli Williams,
11, and Bryan Williams, 17, are welcomed Wednesday to their new home, the 400th built by
zm:._u___m Habitat. More than 480 Baptist Memorial Health Care employees helped build it.

‘Wow, that’s an opportunity I
want to look into.”

Williams was selected by
Habitat, which sees more
than 500 applicants each
year. She was required to
complete 15 weeks in Mem-
phis Habitat’s Financial
Peace University training
and perform 350 hours of
“sweat equity.”

Working nights at UPS
loading airplanes, sweat eq-
uity for Williams meant vol-
unteering her days at the
Mid-South Food Bank, as
well as working on her own
home. That took about eight
days to build.

“I had to take a moment
and walk off by myself this
morning,” Williams said.
“It’s so surreal. It started
with a foundation and now
it’s done.”

Habitat site supervisor
Jimmie Holmes said Williams
was always the first one there
and the last to leave, working
from 6:30 am. to 5 p.m.

“She’s been out here every

day of the build,” Holmes
said. “We had to run her out
of here. Unlike some others,
she was involved in every part
of building this house. She
put up siding, climbed up on
the roof and even did some of
the painting.”

Jessica Hord, director of
sponsorship and community
relations for Memphis Habi-
tat, said many people don’t
realize that Habitat home-
owners are actually home
buyers. Williams’ mortgage
is owned by Memphis Habi-
tat, Hord said.

“Memphis Habitat is for
individuals and families

who, because of credit or
income — usually a com-
bination of both — could not
qualify for a conventional
mortgage. It exists to make
it possible for these families
to build and buy their first
homes,” Hord said.
Williams will celebrate an-
other milestone Sunday
when her oldest son, Bryan
Williams, 17, graduates from
Wooddale High School.
“It’s an early graduation
present,” he said. “My
mom’s always been strict,
but she’s been on us more
since she started working on
this house. She’s always
tried to instill in us values
that if you go for what you
want, you can actually get it.
I'm so proud of my mom.”

. — Christopher Whitten: -

(901) 529-2355

SHELBY COUNTY COMMISSION BRIEFS

Northaven fire station opening
ceremony set for Tuesday
The Northaven community is getting a

new fire station, and an opening ceremony is
set for 10:30 a.m. Tuesday at 944 Northaven

Drive.

The new station replaces an older one
nearby and is twice as large. It took eight
months to build and cost $1.3 million;
according to a news release from county

spokesman Steve Shular,

Impact Baptist Church will lease the old
fire station for an after-school program m_a

community center, Shular wrote.

Northaven is in northwest Shelby County,
not far from Shelby Forest.

Delinquent taxpayers get
guidance on Saturday

People who are at risk of losing their
properties to foreclosure because of the
county taxes they owe are invited to the next
Project HOME Workshop on Saturday at the
Ed Rice Community Center at 2907 N.
Watkins in Frayser. The workshop is .
scheduled from 10 until 11:30 a.m. and will
be followed by one-on-one meetings with the

. Shelby County Trustee’s representatives

- BT RO L S A S S s S 1

until 2 p.m.
. These workshops aim to help taxpayers

budget their money and Bm_s a plan to pay

off their back taxes.

The program is open to any delinquent
taxpayer, said Terica Lamb, manager of
community outreach and financial
empowerment.

Those who complete the workshop can
enter into a payment plan that prevents the
county from seizing and selling the property.

For more information, call _.m:_c at Gos
432-4882. i

Continued from page Bl :

EILERS

lowing the blogs are interest-
ed in polar issues and will get
a chance to see and ask about
the work we’re doing down
there.” -

Eilers left Memphis for
the McMurdo Station in ear-
ly January, traveling to
Chicago, Los Angeles and
then to New Zealand. The
last leg from New Zealand
was a 14-hour flight.

And as the plane ap-
proached Antarctica, Eilers,
the “newbie” on the flight,
asked to sit in the cockpit.

“That was a real treat,” she
said. “What looks like a small
tiny iceberg was a huge build-
ing-sized iceberg. You see all
the mountains. I literally al-
most had tears in my eyes.”

Before the team began
scouting for seals, there was
a week of training on how to
use the cold-weather gear
and learning how to stay
warm. Pickle buckets over
their heads simulated white-
out conditions.

“We were laughing at the
beginning but quickly real-
ized the point of the exer-
cise,” she said.

They also learned how to
ride a snowmobile, find the
seals and avoid falling
through cracks in the ice.

“What’s below you is not a
continent. It is water,” Eilers

Photo courtesy Alex Eilers

An aerial photo shows McMurdo Station in Antarctica,
where Alex Eilers helped research Weddell seals.

said. “You definitely didn’t
want to slip and go under-
neath the ice.”

The researchers attached
transmitters to molting seals
that will serve two purposes
for researchers, Burns said.

Following the animals,
who are not endangered and
not on display at any zoo,
gives researchers an oppor-
tunity to study a healthy ma-
rine population, she said.

The seals are also able to
travel to depths in the ocean
in winter where people can’t
go and they’ll transmit in-
formation about tempera-
tures and the movements of
other animals.

Before her trip, Eilers did
lots of her legwork, making,
about 125 presentations at
schools, libraries, senior
centers and universities.

Hundreds of people fol-
lowed her blog; she mailed
more than 2,400 postcards to
Mid-Southerners from
Antarctica and fielded about
450 questions from this area.

Eilers helped weigh, mea-
sure and tag 21 seals.

“We did do a lot of laugh-
ing. That was really impor-
tant. Qur team got along re-
ally well and that’s what made
everything so much fun,” she
said.

“When you spend 16 days
with people, it’s really nice
that you get along and enjoy
each other’s company.”

— Linda A. Moore:
(901) 529-2702

ANTARCTIC ADVENTURES: THE SEQUEL

Alex Eilers, education manager at the Pink Palace Museum,
will share her adventures in the Antarctic today from 6-8
p.m. at the Pink Palace Museum. The lecture is free.

Eilers will be joined by researcher Dr. Jennifer Burns.
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You’'re Invited! l R EE

and Wonders of
Weddell Seals

Presented by:

Alex Eilers Dr. Jennifer Burns
PolarTREC Teacher & Professor of Biology at
Manager of Education the University of Alaska

Pink Palace Museum ~Anchorage

A look at their
research with
Weddell Seals
aimed at the
interested
non-scientist

Date: Friday, 11 May
Departure: 11:45 a.m.
Lunch & Lecture: Noon

PINK PALACE FAMILY OF MUSEUMS

Location: Pink Palace MUSELUDN
Discovery Theater BN LIVELY LEARNING FOR ALL!
(Handicap Accessible)

Sign Up in the S ~
Activities Book




Homeschool Students
- Programming

i

Dear Parents,

We invite your homeschooled
student to join us on a grand adventure to
learn about Earth’s most extreme
environment. Pink Palace Education
Manager, Alex Eilers, is one of twelve US
educators selected to join PolarTREC.

/ During January and February 2012, she will
et ; travel to Antarctica to study Weddell seals

""" from McMurdo Station. Our homeschoolers
will prepare alongside her as she plans for
this once in a lifetime journey and follow in
her footsteps as she participates in this
extraordinary research. To meet Alex and
learn more about the PolarTREC project, go
to

http://www.polartrec.com/expeditions /weddell-seals-in-the-ross-sea
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For reservations and information call (901)636-2320

Visit our website at www.memphismuseums.org for program descriptions & |
pre-visit guides. Click on the Education tab.




