


WELCOME 
 

TO THE 
 

U.S. ARCTIC OBSERVING  
 

COORDINATION WORKSHOP 

Organized by the Arctic Research Consortium of the U.S. 



How Many Times Have You 
Heard??? 

 We need better coordination 
and collaboration 

 We need to share data across 
disciplines 



Let’s Go Beyond 

 Develop specific and concrete ways 
forward that produce useful 
products for both scientists and 
those charged with making decisions 
in the Arctic 



Overall Goal of the Workshop 

Coordinate U.S. 
Activities to Observe 

and Monitor the Arctic 



Strategy and Organization 
 AON focus is OBSERVATIONS – long term 

and pan-arctic 

 Study of Arctic Environmental Change 
(SEARCH) focus is understanding the 
changes 

 Responding to change is the synthesis of 
observations and understanding to provide 
information to Arctic stakeholders, policy 
and decision makers, and the public to 
help understand those changes and adapt 
to a changing ecosystem and society 



What We Want from this 
Workshop: 

  Develop a shared vision of a successful Arctic Observing 
Network 

  Identify the need to accomplish the vision 

  Target specific tasks and timelines for needed activities 

  Identify opportunities to “showcase” projects for 
observing activities; recommend short-term 
implementation; and, identify task leads from both the 
scientific community and stakeholders 



What to Expect 

 Plenary Background 

 Introduction and Charge to Breakout 
Groups 

 Specific Breakout on Data Issues 
(Wednesday) 

 Report and Recommendations 





The Arctic is changing 
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Changes – the Arctic system 
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People are being impacted – now 
•  Polar bear threatened species 
•  Coastal erosion 
•  A flag at the pole 
•  Tourism 
•  Resource exploration 
•  Coast Guard activities 
•  Marine transport 
•  Law of the sea 
•  Ice – free Arctic Ocean 

There are consequences today 



There is a need now 

Arctic Observing Coordination Workshop 


